
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. Such crowds 
gathered around him that he got into the boat and sat in it, while all the people 
stood on the shore. Then he told them many things in parables, saying: 

MATTHEW 13:3-9 

" A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he 
was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, 
and the birds came and ate it 	 

up. Some fell on rocky places, 
where it did not have much soil. 

It sprang up quickly, because the 
soil was shallow. But when the 
sun came up, the plants were 
scorched, and they withered be-
cause they had no root. Other 
seed fell among thorns, which 

grew up and choked the plants. 
Still other seed fell on good soil, 
where it produced a crop-a hundred, sixty or 
thirty times what was sown. He who has ears, 
let him hear." 

MARK 4:3-9 

" Listen! A farmer went out to sow his seed. 

As he was scattering the seed, some fell along 
the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Some 
fell on rocky places, where it did not have much 
soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was 
shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants 

were scorched, and they withered because they 
had no root. Other seed fell among thorns, which 

  grew up and choked the plants, 

so they did not bear grain. Still 

other seed fell on good soil. It 

came up, produced a crop, multi-
plying thirty, sixty or even a 
hundred times." 
Then Jesus said, "He who has 
ears to hear, let him hear." 

Matthew 13:35 	

LUKE 8:5-8 

"A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was 
scattering the seed, some fell along the path; 
it was trampled on, and the birds of the air ate 
it up. Some fell on rock, and when it came up, 

the plants withered because they had no moisture. 

Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up 

with it and choked the plants. Still other seed 
fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop 
a hundred times more than was sown." 
When he said this, he called out, "He who has 
ears to hear, let him hear." 

"I will open my 
mouth in Parables, 
I will utter things 
hidden since the 
creation of the 

world" 

Sept. 30, 1994 

Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNTIONAL VERSION. Copyright* 1973,1978, 1984 International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Bible Publishers. 



Note: The following is not an exercise in parable interpretation. A future lesson will cover 
the meaning of the parable as given by Jesus. The exercise is intended as a vehicle for 
familiarization and group interaction around the story elements that are presented. Imagine 
the box below as the place where the farmer, described in the parable of the sower, cast his 
seed. Draw in the box the items - animal, vegetable and mineral - you found described in 
the parable. Try to put enough detail in your sketch to describe your findings to someone else. 

Your sketch of items described in the parable of the sower 

List each item you sketched on the lines below 

To illustrate "parabolic thinking," imagine what you drew above was a field which 
in some way represents your life. ( Notice the word "field" does not appear in any 
of the three versions, so this exercise is NOT an attempt to interpret what Christ may 
have conveyed when he originally presented this parable.) The list on the next page 
contains several familiar concepts from everyday life. As well as you can, match each 
item from your above list to some word (or words) listed in the first column on the 
next page. Make those associations which appear reasonable to you. 



Talking About What You Have Done 

In a small group of two or three people dis-
cuss the word combinations you made in the 
list at the left. What basic concepts did you 
use in the word matches you chose? What 
were you thinking as you tried to make 
matching pairs from the word choices avail-
able? Share some of the reasons why you 
put these particular words together? 

When you matched words from the parable 
were you using your prior understanding of 
that word or did you mainly focus on the 
word as it was used in the context of the 
parable story to help make your association(s)? 
Do you think the words in the parable of the 
sower should have any association with things 
not explicitly described in the story itself? 

What's the Difference? 

There are obvious differences in the patterns 
drawn above. There are also some similari-
ties. Indicate by marking the similarities and 
differences in the three versions of the 
parable of the sower presented by the authors 
- Matthew, Mark and Luke. Why do you 
think the authors presented the differences 
the way they did? What about the similari-
ties? Do the stories really differ over the three 
versions or has there only been a small 
change in pattern presented? Is there as much 
difference among the parable versions as 
there are differences among the patterns? 

	 boss 
	 busyness 
	 enemies 
	 envy 
	 events 
	 family 
	 friends 
	 God 
	 good deeds 
	 good times 
	 gossip 
	 hard times 
	 home 
	 ideas 
	 kindness 
	 love 
	 maturity 
	 money 
	 peace 
	 pleasures 
	 parents 
	 procrastination 
	 relatives 
	 relationship 
	 self 
	 selfishness 
	 stress 
	 stubbornness 
	 teachability 
	 values 
	 worries 



Capon, Robert F. - "Parables of the King-
dom" - Zondervan - 1988 

Some of Jesus' parables are not stories; many are 
not agreeable; most are complex; and a good 
percentage of them produce more confusion than 
understanding. (Pg. 7) 

Jesus, however, did not use parabolic utterance to 
explain things to people's satisfaction, but to call 
attention to the unsatisfactoriness of all their pre-
vious explanations and understandings. (Pg. 11) 

Indeed, it is one of the premises of this book that 
if the parables are examined in the context of the 
development of Jesus' thinking on the subjects of 
power and its use, light will be shed both on them 
and on him. (Pg. 24) 

Habershon, Ada R. - "The Study of the 
Parables" - Kregel Publications - 1983 

The teaching of our Lord was so largely made up 
of parables that if we would at all enter into his 
meaning we must of necessity make them our 
study. (Pg. 2) 

Review and Summary 

Reflect on what you have just read and done 
in this session. What stands out in your mind as 
being most important? Share these ideas with 
someone in your group. Is there a common thread 
to what each of you thought to be important? Is 
there a difference? 

Without referring to other texts or a dic-
tionary write down a brief idea of what you con-
sider a parable to be. Share these with one an-
other. Come to a consensus on a single de-
scription and save it for future reference. 

Give your reaction to the author's comments 
which have been selected for this review. 

Finish your group meeting on this exercise 
by giving thanks to God - through prayer - for 
what you may have learned. 

Those who know something of the fullness of 
meaning that is to be found in the inspired word of 
God, will not, however, be satisfied with merely 
seeing the first lessons of the parables, which were 
plain to all the multitudes, but will, like the dis-
ciples, long to be instructed in all the meaning 
which they contain. (Pg. 4) 

Miller, John W. - "Step-By-Step Through 
the Parables" - Paulist Press - 1981 

Jesus used parables to communicate passionately 
felt truth in concrete settings. (Pg. 4) 

A parable does not so much convey a finished truth 
as it precipitates an experience and opens up into 
a highly personal search. (Pg. 7) 

Wiersbe, Warren W. - "Windows on the 
Parables" - Victor Books - 1989 

Jesus used parables to hide the truth so that He 
might reveal the truth. A parable would excite the 
concerned and stimulate them to learn more. But it 
would also blind the careless and, because of their 
condition of heart, hasten their judgment. (Pg. 14) 

During the Week 

Pray about understanding this parable daily. 
Make notes on any insights you may gain in order 
that you may review them at a later time, as well 
as, solidify the concepts you're provided. 

Circle 1 or 2 matched word pairs you c r e - 
ated during this lesson. Watch for examples of 
their association being emphasized in your daily 
living. Discuss with class members next time what 
you may have found. 

Tell the parable of the sower to a friend who 
is willing to listen. Get some of their thoughts or 
their reaction. Discuss your interactions with class 
members at the next meeting. 

Prepare to discuss what Mr. Wiersbe may have 
meant by his comments from the book "Win-
dows on the Parables" which is quoted above. 

The ParableS Lesson Series is printed for use by Bible study groups. 
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